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Ronald Reagan

testifying before
McCarthy, 1947

|

Senator Joseph McCarthy



GE kfd‘ r”!r“ U.S. Givil Defense film,

Archer Productions, 1953

Atomic bomb test, Nevada Proving Ground
(Operation Upshot-Knothole), 1953.
Elapsed time = 2.6 seconds.
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“We must be ready, every day, all the time”
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THE SATURDAY EVENING POST

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES, famous name in office equipment, builds some of the

Shell Industrial Lubricants are used in many operations.

world’s most «mnplv\ and efficient machines

on b7th Street

December 16, 1950

Saturday Evening
Post, 16 December
1950: IBM World
Headquarters, 57t
Street and Madison
Avenue, New York.
The Selective
Sequence Electronic
Calculator (SSEC,
nicknamed
“Poppa” by
passers-by) was in
the front window.



Control room,
Semi-Automatic
Ground Environment
anti-aircraft

system (SAGE), active
late 1950s to 1980s.

& On screen is a portion
| of the East Coast of

the U.S.




THE TIMES
LITERARY SUPPLEMENT

THURSDAY 23 APRIL 1970 « No. 3,556 e« ONE SHILLING AND SIXPENCE

‘LITERARISM’ VERSUS
‘SCIENTISM’

The misconception
and the menace

BY F. R. LEAVIS

A PUBLIC LECTURE GIVEN IN
THE UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL

6 e comeerek cun in no might be in pluce as o endy husa’t  criteriu, the statistical: “quality ", formula. * Literarism versus Scien- that description. with its context of
way Hft the responsibility been forgotten: the reassurance. that is, will look after itself. Clear tism ", as my own. The term * liter- assumptions, is a dismissal. There's
from human shoulders.” That  accordingly. is  thrown out--or implication ? “Clear™ isn't. per- arism ™ was in fact coined by the perhaps no reason why we shouldn't

reassuring statement caughl my eye thrown in: but the ideu of its being haps. the right word: it might sug- late Aldous Huxley for use aguinst read them: they have. one gathers.

on the front page of the first issue pequired thut it should meun some: sest that in anv educated compins. me and I ouote it ac renracanta. what is cluimed pre-eminentlv for
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Alfredo rimi, drawing of th
Ball Turret, 1943.

Sperry |
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AND ASSOCIATIVE CATENAL LGENICULATE
ATTCRENTS L 'l

~—
TO SUMERIOR COLLICULVS

Figure 3. Impulses relayed by the lateral geniculate from the eyes ascend in
specific afferents to layer 1V where they branch laterally, exciting small cells
singly and larger cells only by summation. Large cells thus represent larger
visual areas. From layer IV impulses impinge on higher layers where summation
is required from nonspecific thalamic afferents or associative fibers. From there
they converge on large cells of the third layer which relay impulses to the para-
striate area 18 for addition. On their way down they contribute to summation
on the large pyramids of layer V which relays them to the superior colliculus.

Walter Pitts and Warren S McCulloch, “How
we know universals: The perception of
auditory and visual forms” (1947)

Warren Sturgis McCulloch (1898-1969)




Edward Ihnatowicz’s Senster, a 15-foot interactive hydraulic robot
commissioned by Philips, Eindhoven, 1970.

11



Cybernetic Serendipity.
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Images from/of 1936

Taylorian factory work depicted by Charlie
Chaplin in Modern Times
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“We may compare a man in the process of computing
a real number to a machine which is only capable of a

finite number of conditions....” (Turing)
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Leaflet on automation, Trades Union
Congress, Great Britain 13



Caspar David Friedrich,
Der Wanderer iiber dem
Nebelmeer (1818)
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